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Return toTokmok

I have the best ministry partners in Brother John and Sister Christa Tsai.  They are a blessing from God to me and to MCCF.  Our return flight back to Kyrgyzstan this past Jan. was amidst very tight security and long delays, due to the increased number of Muslim travelers returning from Mecca.  Bishkek airport was also checking for bird flu.  We had a surprise back in our apartment – Sister Elena made the apartment look brand new!  After a little rest on Friday, I went to the MCCF office and was again surprised by all the workers waiting to hug and kiss me at the front door.  It was good to be back in Tokmok!
That same week, after worship on Sunday, the “Ambassador of Love” team of 11 students plus 2 teachers all came to the foundation for a reunion with me.  It really made my day!  The teachers and parents of these students all said that the students were more mature and understanding after their visit to the U.S.A. Praise the Lord!
The following Monday while I was in 7:30 a.m. morning devotions with our workers at the foundation, the Ak-Bata School of Blessings principal called to say that I must visit the school.  All the teachers and students were waiting to see me.  When I entered the auditorium, the students and teachers made noises of joy and applause and the children all came to hug and kiss me.  
The happy sounds seem to reach all the way up to heaven.  I was so overjoyed that all my fatigue was washed away by my tears of joy.  I am so blessed by the Lord.  I believe and know that my labor in the Lord is not in vain.  The children lovingly hand made me so many birthday and New Year cards, and showered me with countless flowers.  I had a foretaste of what going to heaven to meet our Lord must be like for believers –the angels welcome us and the great celebration up in heaven!  Dear brothers and sisters, if you come here to serve the Lord, you also will not be disappointed, but experience great joy!
Chinese and Russian Ministries
Rev. Cha and Pastor Wu have left so we’re in need of both Chinese/English and Kyrgyz pastors to serve in our foundation’s church. Please pray that the Lord will provide. We also want to evangelize the Kyrgyz and Russian communities, with a special emphasis on reaching the children. On Jan. 29th, Chinese New Year, our church had a special celebration, with over 100 people, including 50 children who gave a marvelous presentation.  The Lord’s vision and task to me was to bring Muslim children to Christ, because they are the future of the church.  For this purpose, we will be encouraging and organizing student cell groups in all our Christian schools and orphanages. To accomplish this, we need to add an assistant school pastor to help teach the children and the teachers, visit their families, plus other duties.  Please pray that we can find more pastors. 

New Government Laws
After last year’s revolution, the new government changed many laws.  The laws that affect the Foundation the most are:

1) President’s order – all NGO organizations, established by locals or foreigners, have to be re-checked for their purpose.  Those who have no benefit for the people will be closed.  Since Mercy Foundation’s works are well known by the government and its    citizens, we don’t have any problems.

2) Private schools must own the school building. Kara-Balta school is the only one renting and not owning its building.  Our rent will expire in June, 2006. We are currently busy negotiating with the Bishkek Property Dept. It should be no problem since the City, District government and Education Dept. are all willing to help us.  Also, the school building can only be used for the school.  Please pray that God will give us the best price.

3) The Religion department is also reorganizing. Recently, this department investigated our foundation through the Tokmok city hall.  The city’s reply was that “Yraiyim (MCCF) is the best Christian Foundation. What Yraiyim has done for Tokmok and other cities, we can write 3-4 pages, and still can’t cover their wonderful works”.  After the Religion department received the written report of our Foundation from Tokmok city, Yraiyim’s new charter was approved without any problems.

4) Organizations must keep their documents in 2 languages, Kyrgyz & Russian. As a result, all our projects had to add one Kyrgyz teacher to translate all documents and to teach our Russian teachers to speak Kyrgyz, in order to be ready for government spot checking.

5) Both Belovska & Kara-balta schools need to build school gyms, according to the education department’s rule.

Other MCCF news:

1) Kemin Disabled School and Home now have 42 children, including 26 in house residents and 16 commuters.  This year 8 children will be graduating and leaving, Next semester, we plan to increase enrollment to a total of 50 children, including 30 residents and 20 commuters, after we complete the new school building this summer. Commuters will be from the local village and residents will be disabled children from other school areas. This will let other cities know the love of Christ.  The new mayor of Kemin has been very helpful and intends to give one milk cow to the Kemin School.   In order for Kemin to self-subsist, we need to buy some farmland to plant vegetables and fruits.
2) Tokmok Children’s Home completed its renovations.  Its dedication was originally scheduled for May 2nd, to coincide with the visit of the Rockford, IL. Mayor and the signing of the Sister city pact between Rockford and Tokmok.   Due to political unrest in Bishkek, the trip by the Rockford mayor was postponed until a later time.
3) Ivanovka School has outgrown its facilities and will need to build an extension for the next school year.

4) Vocational Christian College still awaits Tokmok’s mayor to present a suitable college building.

5) Silk road Seminary in Bishkek is planning a branch school in the classroom of the MCCF gymnasium.
6)Dr. Alfred HuYoung and Kids Around the World  will lead a pediatric medical team and evangelistic ministry team in October to minister to the children in Tokmok and to offer advanced medical training to Kyrgyzstan health care workers. 
7) Our schools need donations toward the purchase of lab equipment for physics, chemistry & biology and vitamins for children, which is very difficult and expensive to obtain in Kyrgyzstan. Buying from Urumqi, China is the cheapest way.
8) The new village elementary school began building this spring. 
9) Elena, our Executive Vice President, was given an honorable Best Woman of Tokmok City award on Women’s Day, Marcy 8th.
10) Mrs. Yang and I will return to the U.S.A. on June 16th and return back to Tokmok at the end of August.  I hope to see many of you this summer.
Conflict between Dungan & Kyrgyz People

Early in February, a conflict occurred in a village, about 20 kilometers east of Tokmok, involving a few hundred Dungan residents.  (They originally migrated from Shanxi Province in China about 100 years ago.  The conflict began with a few Dungan children arguing with local Kyrgyz people and escalated quickly involving many adults.  Dungan people are usually considered rich by local standards, but not generous.  Conflicts between the two groups are common but usually not life threatening.  When I served in Mashanchi Kazahkstan, they also had the same conflict Thanks to those of you who were concerned for our safety and prayed for us.  We trust in God’s protection   Dear brothers and sisters, we truly believe that when we faithfully serve our Lord and we are on the Lord’s side, we don’t have anything to be afraid of.  That is how we have been able to live with Muslim neighbors for over 10 years.  As in the song,  “Constant Abiding, there’s in my heart that the world never gave, A peace it can not take away; Tho’ the trials of life may surround like a cloud, I’ve a peace that has come there to stay! Constantly a abiding, Jesus is mine; constantly abiding, rapture divine; He never leaves me lonely, whispers, O so kind;- “I will never leave thee” Jesus is mine. 









