CENTRAL ASIA SHARING AID (CASA) MISSIONS REPORT #43-44

SUMMER 2004 – By Elder C. S. Yang

After another busy 2 1/2 months of traveling in the United States, my wife and I returned to Kyrgyzstan on August 11th looking forward to some exciting events that will occur during the next few months. We are thankful to God for your continued faithfulness, prayers, and support.  God is doing great and awesome things in Central Asia, and we invite you to partner with us in the heart of the Muslim world.

OUR SCHOOLS & ORPHANAGES
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We were especially blessed this past spring by a team of 3 teachers and 10 students from Christian Life Schools (CLS) in Rockford, Illinois, the sister school of the Tokmok School of Blessing.  They were accompanied by Mr. Jon Melin from Kids Around the World (KATW), who trained about 50 teachers and pastors to use KATW’s flannel graph sets that are based upon the “Jesus” film.  This unique and highly effective teaching tool will greatly enhance our ability to share the gospel with children as well as adults.  These CLS students later commented on how ministering to our children was a life-changing experience for them, and many hope to return in the future.  

During the summer, we held summer camps in all of our schools in the Chiu region and ministered to over 150 children.  There were children from the schools as well as the surrounding communities including a number from government run orphanages.  The programs for these 2-week camps included games, competitions, trips, handicrafts and daily Bible lessons teaching the children about Jesus.  Many of our schoolteachers volunteered their time to help run the camps.  It is our hope to expand these summer camps next year, but we need short-term missionaries who are willing to spend next summer in Kyrgyzstan to minister to the children.
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As we begin another school year on September 1st, I am happy to report that all of our projects are operating smoothly.  Your investment in the lives of these children continues to bear fruit as two of the students who graduated from the Belovodsk Christian School last year decided to attend Bible school.  The School of Blessing in Tokmok continues to enjoy a reputation for excellence, as many parents desire for their children to enrolled there.  During our first hour of registration for the new 1st grade class, we had the parents of 120 students apply for the 22 available slots.  Principal Valentina and Executive Director Elena did a wonderful job of selecting the most qualified and deserving students, despite a difficult and challenging selection process marred by some parents who tried to bribe, intimidate, or make other threats if their children were not selected.

NEW GYMNASIUM AND PLAYGROUND
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In addition to major repairs that we undertook this summer in all of our schools, two new construction projects located in the city of Tokmok will be dedicated on October 2, 2004.  We are expecting about 60 guests to join us in the dedication services, including many local government officials, dignitaries and the media. The gymnasium, which cost about US$100,000 and is being completely funded by CASA, will include a library and 12 classrooms.  In addition to being used by the School of Blessing, it will also be used as a church facility with a library open to the public.  We still need at least US$10,000 to help equip the gymnasium with gym apparatus, sports equipment, a sound system, desks, chairs, books for the library, etc.
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CASA is also partnering with KATW (www.kidsaroundtheworld.com) and the City of Tokmok to build a new playground in the heart of Tokmok.  The city provided 4 acres of land free of charge upon which we will also construct a building adjacent to the playground that will be used for evangelism.  A team of volunteers will be arriving in late September to help building the playground, which will be similar to the one pictured (on the right) that was built last year in China by KATW.  The playground itself will cost US$90,000, but total costs for the entire project will be around US$150,000.  Please consider a generous gift to help us complete this unique evangelism tool that will draw many children and their parents to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Please contact KATW if you are interested in joining their building team.

MERCY FOUNDATION NEWS


It is with profound sadness and grief that I must also report that Rev. Wesley Hughes, one of the four original founders of the Mercy Foundation, stated his intention in late May to leave the Foundation.  He stated his plans to start his own foundation and requested that he be able to take full responsibility for the Kara-Balta School and Orphanage, the Belovodsk School, and the Kara-Kol Orphanage, as these are the projects with which he is most directly involved.  At the Supervisory Council meeting of the Mercy Foundation in late July, the 8 Council representatives agreed to a transitional plan that would spare the Mercy Foundation from a contentious fight that could ruin our Christian witness and legal standing in Kyrgyzstan.  Wesley resigned as president of the Foundation with Serik Iskakov of Good News Missions elected as the interim president.  It was agreed that Wesley would be given until May 31, 2005 to establish a new foundation and prove his ability to raise the monthly funds necessary to operated the 4 projects he requested, otherwise Wesley will leave and the projects will remain with the Mercy Foundation.  In the meantime, our desire is to continue to work together in unity to preserve the work that God has begin here in Kyrgyzstan and to see that no children are hurt in the process.  We covet your prayers as we desire that God's will be accomplished during this transitional time. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

USA Phone:815-282-2493/Fax:815-282-2495/Email:Eldercsyang@aol.com 

Kyrgyzstan Phone:996-3138-62592 / Fax:996-3138-51333 / Email: Mercyfund@mail.ru
Please check out our new CASA website at www.CasaMission.org









